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he baffled and eluded law enforcement officers for nearly two decades in the end
however it wasn t the painstaking forensic analysis of hundreds of pieces of crime
scene evidence that led to the capture of the unabomber but the lucky tip of an
informant truth of the matter is for all their sophistication and hi tech science crime
fighting techniques such as fingerprint and dna analysis are a factor in less than one
percent of all criminal cases in the overwhelming number of crimes informants have
provided the necessary ammunition needed to bring criminals to justice from
genovese to gotti and capone to dillinger confidential informant understanding law
enforcement s most valuable tool explores the covert and clandestine world of
informants revealing the secrets of how to find them and make the most out of them
while at the same time avoiding the pitfalls of dealing with them using case studies in
which informants played key roles in solving crimes the book examines all aspects of
informant development and management from the motivation of the informant to
the legal problems that accompany the use of informants in criminal cases written by
john madinger a former narcotics agent supervisor and administrator and currently a
senior special agent with the criminal investigation division of the internal revenue
service confidential informant understanding law enforcement s most valuable tool
examines the emotional and behavioral characteristics of the informant as well as the
psychology of trust and betrayal the book also illustrates techniques for improving
interviewing and communication skills when dealing with informants and provides
invaluable forms that can be used in connection with these vital sources of

information
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this book covers every aspect of the informant and cooperating witness dynamic a
controversial technique shrouded in secrecy and widely misunderstood quoted
routinely in countless newspaper and magazine articles the first edition was the go to
guide for practical effective guidance on this tricky yet powerful tactic extensively
updated topics in this second edition include changes in the fbi s informant program
changes brought on by immigration reforms recent high profile cases and the
changing nature of compensation and cooperation fees it also examines the
management of informant driven search warrants and challenges posed by fabricated

information

the use of informants has been described as the black hole of law enforcement
failures in the training of police officers and federal agents in the recruitment and
operation of informants has undermined costly long term investigations destroyed
the careers of prosecutors and law enforcement officers and caused death and
serious injuries to innocent citizens and police in many cases the events leading to
disaster could have been avoided had the law enforcement agency followed the time
tested procedures examined in this book informants cooperating witnesses and
undercover investigations a practical guide to law policy and procedure second edition
covers every aspect of the informant and cooperating witness dynamic a technique
often shrouded in secrecy and widely misunderstood quoted routinely in countless
newspaper and magazine articles the first edition of this book was the go to guide for
practical effective guidance on this controversial yet powerful investigative tool
extensively updated topics in this second edition include sweeping changes in the fbi
and ice informant and undercover programs new informant recruiting techniques
reverse sting operations entrapment issues examination of recent high profile cases
where the misuse of informants resulted in lawsuits and legislation the changing
nature of compensation and cooperation agreements forfeiture informants and
rewards the management of controlled undercover purchases of evidence challenges
posed by fabricated information phantom informants and police corruption witness

security measures new whistleblower reward programs authoritative scholarly and
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based on boots on the ground experience this book is written by an author who has
been a police supervisor an informant recruiter and handler an undercover agent and
an attorney supported by statutes case law and previously unpublished excerpts from
law enforcement agency manuals it is essential reading for every police officer police
manager prosecutor police academy trainer criminal justice professor and defense
attorney this book is part of the practical aspects of criminal and forensic

investigations series

federal law enforcement components used more than 16 ooo confidential informants
in fiscal year 2013 as part of criminal investigations informants can be critical to an
investigation but without appropriate oversight problems can occur that undermine
the credibility of the informant s role in an investigation the attorney general s
guidelines sets forth procedures on the management of informants including vetting
potential informants and overseeing informants illegal activities that components
authorise to support an investigation this book reviews the extent to which the
department of justice doj and the department of homeland security dhs components
policies address the guidelines for vetting informants and overseeing their illegal
activities and selected components have monitoring processes to ensure compliance

with the guidelines

domestic drug enforcement takes many forms from the rural patrol officer who
happens upon a small scale mobile Oshake and bakeO methamphetamine lab during a
routine traffic stop to the city narcotics detective who initiates a low level buy bust
operation that nets a few hits of crack cocaine on the street corner to the local state
and federal agents working in multiagency task forces that coordinate a sting
operation that nets thousands of kilos of near pure cocaine being transported by
tractor trailer regardless of the form there is a high probability that these authorities
have exploited access to known offenders and exerted pressure on those individuals
to gather inside information on illicit drug sales these confidential informants provide
intelligence on the inner workings of drug operations in exchange for leniency or
remuneration providing a relatively cheap source of intelligence that fuels much of the
ongoing war on drugs in other instances law enforcement authorities will reach out to
members of the criminal underworld who are willing to provide valuable intelligence in
exchange for money Edespite the central role of informants in contemporary police
operations little is known about the shadowy relationships among law enforcement
snitches and offenders based on ethnographic fieldwork in the narcotics homicide and
street level vice operations in two major metropolitan police departments ﬁspeaking

truth to powerl%takes readers to the front lines of the war on drugs to unravel this
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complex web of information exchange

introducing a comprehensive and new strategy to select recruit and operate
confidential informants the following objectives will be thoroughly explored potential
confidential informants locating and selecting the proactive approach to locating and
screening the best potential confidential informant pci candidates for access ability
willingness discretion 360 awareness availability and suitability match to the specific
informant blueprint sib prior to officer contact potential confidential informants
assessment and recruitment the utilization of a recruitment proposition diagram rpd
to develop a successful confidential informant ci recruitment strategy assessing
potential ci gains losses motivations reluctance and rebuttals toward recruitment
confidential informants handling and development the direction of ci evidence and
intelligence collection contact meeting plans locations security protocols officer ci
safety contingencies and communication devices surveillance detection and electronic
surveillance recorders and transmitters confidential informants report writing the
production of accurately written reports to the investigative file without revealing the
identity of the ci and indexing additional ci assessment data

criminal evidence is a well respected and trusted introduction to the rules of criminal
evidence for criminal justice students and professionals part i of this book generally
follows the order and logic of the federal rules of evidence in its explanation of how
evidence is collected preserved and presented in a criminal court proceeding part i
provides a selection of edited relevant criminal court cases that reinforce these basics
and provide the context of how these rules are currently practiced readers gain an
understanding of how concepts of evidence operate to convict the guilty and acquit
the innocent this 14th edition provides many updates new references to recent
supreme court cases and a current version of the federal rules of evidence student
aids include chapter outlines key terms concepts lists a glossary a table of cases cited
and online case study questions teacher resources include an instructor s guide test
bank and powerpoint slides updated with all the newest relevant law this book is
appropriate for undergraduate students in criminal evidence and related courses
support material for the 14th edition is available see menu to the left
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